he sea otter is the largest member of the
animal family that includes ferrets and
weasels. It’s the second smallest of the
marine mammals, the group to which whales
and dolphins also belong. Unlike other marine
mammals, sea otters do not have a layer of fat to
help keep them warm. Instead, they have the thickest
fur in the animal kingdom. Their fur has up to a million
hairs per square inch! Sea otters are also one of the only
mammals known to use tools. They use small rocks or other objects to
pry shellfish from rocks and to hammer them open. Their diet includes sea urchins, abalone,
mussels, clams, crabs and snails. They eat about a quarter of their weight in food each day.
Once there were about a million sea otters. Thanks to the fur trade, only about 1,000 to
2,000 were left by the early 1900s. Today, there are about 2,750 southern sea otters off the
coast of California. There are between 64,600 and 77,300 northern sea otters in Alaska,
Canada and Washington.

Habitat and Range: Coastal waters of California, Washington, Alaska, Canada,
Russia and Japan.

Threats: Oil spills, habitat loss and damage, food
limitation, disease, entanglement in fishing gear
and conflict with shellfish fisheries.

fun Facts

Sea otters can dive as deep as 330
feet when foraging for food.

Sea ofters swim up fo 1 mph on the

To learn more, see video and hear what surface and 6 mph underwater.

sea otters sound like, visit
www.defenders.org/animals.

Sea otters don't “haul out” on land
very often; they spend most of
their tfime in the water.

Defenders of Wildlife ® www.defenders.org
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BEGINNERS Endangered and Threatened
Animals Crossword

Across

-
—_—

2. The place where an animal or plant lives.

4. The grizzly sleeps all winter long. Its babies are
called “cubs”.
5. The blue is the biggest animal in the world. It lives

in the ocean and has a blowhole.

Down
1. The bald is America’s national bird.
3. The sea lives in the ocean. It has a large shell on its

back and moves very slowly on land.

5. This animal looks like a large dog. It lives with a pack.

Defenders of Wildlife ® www.defenders.org
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o 3 BEGINNERS Word Scramble

1) WEHAL

2) ELEAG

3) TULTRE

4) BRAE

5) WLFO
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ADVANCED Crossword

Across

2. The United States was the world's largest market
for this reptile’s skin before it was protected under
the Endangered Species Act. *HINT: Many people
think it is the same as an alligator...but it isn't!

5. This word describes a species in danger of be-
coming extinct.

6. The national bird of the United States. Although
still listed as “threatened” under the Endangered
Species Act, the recovery of this bird is one of the
act's great successes. *HINT: It's two words.

7. This word means that a species may become
endangered in the near future.

11. A law passed in 1973 to prevent the extinction of
endangered and threatened species.

12. This marine mammal is listed as “threatened”
under the Endangered Species Act. It's the only
mammal other than primates known to use tools

(mainly to get food out of shells). *HINT: It's two
words.

13. This word means that a species no longer exists
on Earth. *HINT: Dinosaurs are

15. This hoofed animal travels in herds. The wood-
land or mountain kind that is found in Canada and
northern parts of Washington and Idaho is endan-
gered. *HINT: It's often mistaken for a reindeer.

16. The hind tracks of this threatened animal can be
more than a foot long! Although it's at the top
of the food chain, it faces many human-related
threats. *HINT: It's named for its “grizzled” fur.

17. This is the largest cat in the Western Hemisphere.
It's often confused with the leopard (both have
spots). There are currently less than 100 left in

the United States. *HINT: There’s a car with the same
name.

Defenders of Wildlife ® www.defenders.org

Down

1. This animal lives in a pack and is the largest
member of the canine family. It's listed as “endan-
gered” in some areas and “threatened” in others
under the Endangered Species Act. *HINT: It has
a color in its name.

3. This animal is endangered because it often gets
caught up in fishing nets in the ocean. All seven

species of this ocean reptile are endangered.
*HINT: It's two words and moves very slowly on land.

4. The diverse variety of all life on Earth.

6. This is the largest animal that has ever lived! Al-
though often thought of as a giant fish, it's actually
amammal. At one time, there were nearly 230,000,
but it was hunted almost to extinction. Today, there
are less than 15,000. *HINT: It has a color in its
name.

8. The process of placing a plant or animal back into
its natural habitat.

9. A written document that lays out how to protect
and increase the population of an endangered or
threatened species.

10. Nicknamed the “sea cow! this endangered
marine mammal can weigh up to 1,800 pounds!
It's often hurt in boating accidents.

12. Individual plants or animals that have the most in
common and share a common name are placed
in this scientific category. *H/NT: The Endangered

Act.

14. The place where a plant or animal lives that pro-
vides what it needs to survive.
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